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Public planning and recreational cycling



Recreat ional & tour ist ic cyc l ing . . .  People  love i t . . .

https://www.snp.nl/reis/denemarken/jutland?utm_source=NatureScanner.nl&utm_medium=affiliate&utm_campai
gn=TradeTrackerNL

Promotion of cycling in Denmark on a Dutch website ...



Recreat ional & tour ist ic cyc l ing . . .  i s a  b ig th ing !

Recreational cycling
delivers on  ...

• People ... people love it!

• Planet ... it brings people
closer to nature enables
them to travel around
actively and sustainably

• Profit ... it gives great
return on investment

Recreational cycling ...

• ... must be on the 
policy agendas where 
big things are 
discussed

• ... needs lines on 
maps

• ... and data in basic 
documents

Civil servants make the 
difference ...

• they get big things on 
agendas and into policy 
documents

• they get lines on maps

• they get important data 
into basic documents



Content

Focus on what civi l
servants can do.

1 .  L i n e s  o n  m a p s

2 .  Re c re at i o n a l c yc l i n g a s
b i g t h i n g o n  t h e a ge n d a s
a n d  i n  p o l i c y d o c u m e nt s

3 .  L i n e s  a n d  D ata  i n  b a s i c
d o c u m e n t s a n d  o n  m a p s

Main focus on the rural areas,
villages and towns

(c) Bernhard Ensink



1.  L ines  on  maps

https://www.fietsplatform.nl/

Lines on maps can avoid
future infrastructural
barriers for cycling



Example 1:  Cross -border route  at  Coevorden (NL)  (1 )



Example 1:  Cross -border route  at  Coevorden (NL)  (2 )

https://www.google.nl/maps/@52.654519,6.7548224,3a,60y,90t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1seSw_f0LbbCeQyuGsK1fD9Q!2
e0!7i16384!8i8192



Example 1:  Cross -border route  at  Coevorden (NL)  (3 )

https://www.google.nl/maps/@52.654519,6.7548224,3a,60y,90t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1seSw_f0LbbCeQyuGsK1fD9Q!2
e0!7i16384!8i8192



Example 2:  South  of Hoogeveen (NL)  (1 )

https://www.google.com/maps/@52.6441704,6.4358709,3a,60y,180h,90t/data=!3m6!1e1!3m4!1sZ
11sX0bkrT3glRUm4ViWng!2e0!7i16384!8i8192?hl=nl



Example 2:  South  of Hoogeveen (NL)  (2 )



Example 2:  South  of Hoogeveen (NL)  (3 )



Example 2:  South  of Hoogeveen (NL)  (4 )

https://de-wolden.nieuws.nl/nieuws/24340/fietspad-over-
ecoduct-stiggeltie-is-ongewenst/

'Cycle path via ecoduct
unwanted'

Important issue:

Cycling and nature.

Here:

Plan to put a cycle path on 
the ecoduct was cancelled.



Example 2:  South  of Hoogeveen (NL)  (5 )



Example 3:  Prov ince  of Utrecht  (NL)  (1 )

https://www.rd.nl/artikel/1002341-fietsbrug-vervangt-pont-nieuwer-ter-aa

Deal about bicycle bridge
that will replace the ferry

Partners:

Ministry of Infrastructure, 
province of Utrecht and 
municipality Stichtse
Vecht



Dutch organisat ions jo in lobby efforts . . .  

Reachability by bicycle of
recreational destinations
not good enough

Lobby-Partners:

St. Fietsplatform
ANWB
Fietsersbond (daily
cyclists)
NTFU (sports cyclists)



2.  Recreat ional cyc l ing
as a  b ig th ing on the
agendas and in  pol icy
documents

NL 2012:

Structural
vision on 
Infrastruc-
ture and 
Space (Min. 
Infra & Envi-
ronment.)

DK 2012:

Spatial Plan-
ning
(Min. of
Environ-
ment)



Spat ia l en  Infrastructur p lanning :  Dutch Example (2012)

https://open.overheid.nl/repository/ronl-archief-b78e7eec-caf3-437e-9b0e-2ed34836effc/1/pdf/structuurvisie-
infrastructuur-en-ruimte-4.pdf      (2012)

A vital and beautiful rural area is important for
the livability, a good business climate and for
recreation and tourism. (pg. 18)

All managers of roads, railways and waterways
have (joint) responsibility for
the conservation and improvement of
intersecting routes for bicycle and
pedestrian traffic when constructing and 
adapting infrastructure. The local
and regional authorities make an inventory in 
advance of the effects of infrastructural
measures on the possibilities for and the
attractiveness of walking and cycling.
(pg. 121)



Spat ia l p lanning :   Danish Example (2012)

... clear aim that spatial planning
should ... ensure that shops are
easily accessible by all means of
transport, especially walking,
cycling and public transport. (pg. 12)

General structure of Local
Authority Planning .. uses maps
and text to show the local
council’s objectives for
development and land use. (pg. 18)

https://danishbusinessauthority.dk/sites/defau
lt/files/media/2012_planning_eng_guide.pdf 
(2012)

Digital Planning: The local authorities
upload and are responsible for the
quality of:
— Local plans (and other valid 
historical plans) (pg. 32)



Work in  progress (NL  Minist ry  of Infrastructure) :
Vis ion  on  Mobi l i ty  2050



Pa r t i c i p at i o n v i a  a n  co n s u l tat i v e b o d y O F L
( O v e r l e go rga a n f ys i e ke l e e fo m ge v i n g )

https://www.overlegorgaanfysiekeleefomgeving.nl/actuele+projecten/actuele+projecten+overzicht/consultati
e+mobiliteitsvisie+2050/default.aspx

https://www.overlegorgaanfysiekeleefomgeving.nl/over+ofl/ofl-leden/default.aspx



Act ive role of the
government

Focus  on  spat ia l p lanning
and t rans i t ion

Key words from the results of an 
nformal OFL stakeholderconsultation -



• Choices to make ...
• Needs for transport of people and 

goods
• What is the minimum for

reachability?

• Walking, cycling, public transport
• What is the minimum for

reachability?
• Smart mobility (AI) ...

Key words from the results of an 
informal OFL stakeholderconsultation (2022) 



S u sta i n a b i l i t y
Ro a d  s afe t y

I n te r n at i o n a l  co n n e c t i o n s

T h i s  w e w i l l  d o :

Fo c u s  o n  co m m o n i nte re st
We d o  w h a t W E  ca n d o

C o n n e c t  w i t h e a c h o t h e r

Key words from the results of an 
informal OFL stakeholderconsultation (2022) 



3.  L ines  and Data  in  bas ic
documents and on maps

https://en.eurovelo.com/ev10

https://ecf.com/sites/ecf.com/files/TheBenefitsOfCycling2018.pdf



Nat ional  routes in  DK



Obvious ly attract ive route  in  DK . . .



https://www.fietsenwandelbeurs.nl/fietsroute-van-het-jaar/

https://www.visitfyn.com/fyn/outdoor-and-bike/castle-route-fyn

One of the
nominated routes 
for 'cycle route of 
the year 2023'



Kind of data to get into bas ic documents (1)

https://www.fietsplatform.nl/uploads/Factsheet_Kerncijfers_fietsvakanties_2021-
2022_Fietsplatform.pdf 

• # of people that went
on cycle holidays

• # of cycle holidays (7.2)

• # of cycle holidays, 
staying at night at the
same place

• # of multi days cycle
holiday trips



Kind of data to get into bas ic documents (2)

https://www.fietsplatform.nl/uploads/Factsheet_Kerncijfers_fietsvakanties_2021-
2022_Fietsplatform.pdf 

# % of families with kid(s)
# % of households without kid(s)
# % of singles



Kind of data to get into bas ic documents (3)

https://www.fietsplatform.nl/uploads/Factsheet_Kerncijfers_fietsvakanties_2021-
2022_Fietsplatform.pdf 

# % of families with kid(s)

# % of households without kid(s)

# % of singles



Kind of data to get into bas ic documents (4)

https://www.fietsplatform.nl/uploads/Factsheet_Kerncijfers_fietsvakanties_2021-
2022_Fietsplatform.pdf 

# % of families with kid(s)

# % of households without kid(s)

# % of singles



Kind of data to get into bas ic documents (5)

https://www.fietsplatform.nl/uploads/Factsheet_Kerncijfers_fietsvakanties_2021-2022_Fietsplatform.pdf 

Estimation of total 
expenses during cycle
holidays per year

# of € spent by people
staying at night at the
same place)
# of € spent by people on 
a multi day cycle trip)

# of € spent all together



Kind of data to get into bas ic documents (6)

Summary in Danish: 
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etu
des/join/2012/474569/IPOL-
TRAN_ET(2012)474569(SUM01)_DA.pdf

pg. 118;  
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/etudes/
join/2012/474569/IPOL-TRAN_ET(2012)474569_EN.pdf

"The estimate is as follows:

• 2.300 million cycle day trips 
per year.

• 20 million cycle holiday trips 
per year.

• €44 billion of gross revenues
per year of which €9 billion
accrued from cycle holidays."



Kind of data to get into bas ic documents (6)

Data on cycling ...

• cycling infrastructure (e.g. intensity and speed of cars on a cycle route)

• numbers on safety (subjective & objective)

• numbers of bicycle users on certain routes (daily cycling & crecreational
cycling)

• data on how cyclists validate the infrastructure or the recreational route 
or the area

• % of cyclists among the custumers of shops and visitors of attractions
(e.g. museum)

• ....



And real i ze . . .

Civil servants make the 
difference ...

• they get big things on 
agendas and into policy 
documents

• they get lines on maps

• they get important data 
into basic documents



T h an k yo u fo r yo u r
attent ion !

b.ensink@mobycon.com
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